Midtown Greenway Coalition 

COMMUNITY CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Public Art: Mapping the Creative Possibilities

Promoting Our Vision

The Midtown Greenway Coalition seeks to improve the Greenway Corridor by developing an ongoing public art program featuring temporary projects at key sites, working with constituent partners, and advocating for the inclusion of high quality permanent public art in all built improvements along the Corridor.

Building Partnerships

· Support Group

· Friends of the Greenway to advocate and raise money for projects and programming

· Selection/ Advisory Committee

· Key stakeholders and arts professionals

· Community Partners

· Presenting partners and assisting organizations

· Interns & Volunteers

· To increase the capacity of the Coalition

Priority Sites

For the First Three Years

· CEPRO

· Entire space, walls, ground surface, etc.- for installations, events, focal activities

· The fencing down the center of the Corridor

· The entire length of the Greenway, for temporary installations, signage projects, community participation, etc. Note: Consider ways to address the non-fenced portions

· Separator Building Boarded windows (temporary project using the window area.) Note: could be a story-telling set of panels, or add humor to the site.
· Costumes & Mascots Building

· Focus on temporary art as part of Rim Walkway Project planning. Note: consider focusing on green walls and plantings as art.

· Sabo Bridge entry areas - Including Smith Foundry area, landscaped areas leading up to bridge. Note: consider plantings, iron pour events, seating, and improving safety of 28th Street crossing.
· All the Bridges - Inclusive of sides, undersides, railing, etc.- for lighting, sound, fabric projects, temporary or long-term. Note: consider solar powered lighting projects, to aid is improved safety.
· Bridge - Points of Entry and Exit
· For wayfinding projects give an artistic quality and continuity to the system.

Ramp access

Stair access

Street access

Future Priority Sites

For Midtown Greenway Coalition advocacy/ assistance

Walker Library

Hennepin County project planned in Uptown

· Mozaic

· Ackerberg development in Uptown (esp. pedestrian bridge

· planned and possible stairway access into Greenway)

· “Rim Walkway”

Project areas, including functional elements

· Future City or County Bridge replacements

· Portland, Cedar, other

· Public and Private developments

· As they evolve

Primary Criteria

· Promote Sustainability

· Emphasize the community

· Improve way-finding & safety

Secondary Criteria

· Respect the Corridor’s linear quality

· Increase awareness and trail use

· Increase sense of ownership and enjoyment

· Make the Greenway more welcoming

· Inspire riders to stop and explore

· Contribute to the Corridor’s revitalization

· Respect the Corridor’s inherent nature and history

· Recognize the Greenway as a cultural corridor

· Use resources wisely, be environmentally sensitive

· Be durable, security conscious, and low-maintenance.

· Be open to many different types of public art

· Create opportunities for constituent communities

· (including physically disabled, ethnic minorities, neighboring businesses)

Doing the Work

Year One Goals

Implement demonstration projects at the CEPRO site and on the fencing

· Secure sites and funding

· Secure artists to implement their projects

· Promote projects, celebrate completion and document results

· Evaluate process and projects, and report to funders and community

Advocate and assist public art as part of public and private developments on Greenway

· Establish and build relationships with site owners and developers

· Provide educational resources and help determine criteria for public art aspects

· Participate to greatest extent possible with artist identification and selection
Prepare for Year Two

· Finalize site procurement and project planning

· Secure funding and partner participation

· Establish database of artists and community participants

Year Two Goals

· Continue and expand programming at CEPRO site

· Secure relationships with new or additional partners

· Secure artists to implement their projects

· Increase promotional efforts to reach new audiences, celebrate and document

· Expand evaluation methods to appeal to prospective funders and report to community

· Implement projects at the Separator and Costumes &

· Mascots buildings

· Secure agreements with site owners and managers

· Secure artists to implement their projects

· Promote projects, celebrate completion, and document results

· Evaluate process and projects, and report to funders and community
Continue advocacy of and assistance with public and private projects in Greenway

· Participate in at least two projects with site owners or developers

· Host gathering of site owners along the corridor to promote program

· Expand database and track information and trends
Prepare for Year Three

· Finalize site procurement and secure funds from new sources

· Deepen relationship with existing funders and in-kind donors

· Increase intern and volunteer base to increase capacity of MGC

Year Three Goals

· Continue programming at CEPRO site

· Secure relationships with new or additional partners

· Secure artists to implement their projects

· Increase community participation and audience attendance

· Secure help to produce video documentation

· Implement projects at Sabo Bridge site and surrounding areas

· Secure agreements with site owners and managers

· Secure artists to implement their projects

· Promote projects, celebrate completion, and document results

· Evaluate process and projects, and report to funders and community

· Continue advocacy of and assistance with public and private projects in Greenway

· Participate in at least two projects with site owners or developers

· Produce printed and online brochure to promote program
Prepare for Year Four

· Secure long-term commitments from funders and partners

· Establish updated list of priority sites for projects

· Expand database of artists and arts organizations interested in

· Greenway as venue
